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Abstract
Sociology, as a critical and explanatory discipline, plays a significant role in analyzing,
understanding, and addressing social issues and crises. However, in Iranian society, despite
the expansion of sociology education and knowledge production, we witness a meaningful gap
between sociological knowledge and practical social action. This research aims to examine the
actual and potential role and status of sociology in confronting social issues in Iran,
emphasizing the views of elites and experts in this field. The research employs a qualitative
method and is of the thematic analysis type. The data were collected and analyzed through
semi-structured interviews with prominent Iranian sociologists. The results indicate that
sociology faces challenges such as distrust in the power institutions, weak science-based
policymaking, a crisis of academic independence, and an inability to narrate local issues. The
findings suggest that revitalizing the effective role of sociology
Keywords: Social Issues in Iran, Thematic Analysis, Scientific Elites, Distrust, Local Issues,
Disjunction between University and Society

Introduction

Despite its significant expansion in academic and research institutions, sociology in Iran
continues to face serious challenges in connecting with social realities and playing an effective
role in policy-making and social management. Confronted with crises such as poverty,
inequality, migration, and the erosion of social trust, Iranian sociology has struggled to offer
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meaningful explanations or interventions. This disconnection between theory and real-world
issues has raised critical questions about the discipline’s effectiveness. many scholars believe
that sociology has failed to fulfill its primary mission. Rather than actively engaging in the
public sphere and contributing to social policymaking, the discipline has largely remained
confined to academic and theoretical domains. This limitation has prevented Iranian
sociology from playing an effective role in addressing the widespread social issues and crises
facing the society. Yet, by its very nature, sociology is expected to function as a critical and
socially engaged science, participating in macro-level planning and the management of social
crises. . Focusing on the perspectives of leading sociologists, this study aims to examine the
current role of sociology in addressing social crises and explore ways to redefine its function

in contemporary Iran.

Purpose

The importance and necessity of the present study arise from this very perspective. The first
duty of any scientific research is to enhance understanding of social realities and to identify
societal problems—an obligation that is even more pronounced in the field of sociology. More
than eight decades have passed since sociology was introduced to Iran, during which the
country has experienced major historical developments such as the Constitutional Revolution,
the Nationalization of Oil Movement, Land Reforms, and the Islamic Revolution. Despite this,
Iranian sociology has largely struggled to provide scientific analysis of these events or to offer
practical solutions for their social consequences. This situation highlights the essential need to
reconsider the role and position of sociology in Iran. The present study aims to examine this
role and its potential, with a particular focus on the views and perspectives of Iranian
sociological elites.

Methodology

This applied study employs a qualitative research methodology grounded in a hermeneutic
approach, focusing on understanding meaning. It utilizes thematic analysis, a widely used
qualitative method in social sciences, to analyze data. The research population consists of 94
sociological elites and experts from leading Iranian universities and the Iranian Sociological
Association, selected through purposive and theoretical sampling. Data collection involved 35
semi-structured interviews conducted until theoretical saturation was reached, supplemented
by organizational and academic documents. After transcription, themes were carefully
extracted and categorized into conceptual patterns. The final analysis was conducted through
content interpretation and comparative review with existing theoretical literature.

Findings

The study found that Iranian sociology faces significant challenges limiting its effectiveness.
Key issues include a gap between academia and policymaking, reliance on Western theories
ill-suited to Iran’s context, an education system focused on rote learning rather than practical
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skills, limited influence on social policy and public awareness, and an urgent need for
comprehensive reforms in education, theory, research, and practical application to enhance
sociology’s role in addressing social problems.

Conclusion

ranian sociology, despite its potential, faces significant challenges in education, research,
theorizing, and policy engagement, which limit its effectiveness. Meaningful reform requires
coordinated changes across all these areas. Developing a new generation of sociologists with
practical skills and context-sensitive knowledge is essential. Sociology must also maintain an
active role in policymaking, and efforts to communicate sociological insights to the public
should be strengthened. Ultimately, a comprehensive rethinking of the discipline—rooted in
local realities and integrating global knowledge—is vital for Iranian sociology to become a
relevant and impactful force in addressing social issues.

Novelty

This study offers several innovations in examining the role and position of sociology in
addressing social issues and crises in Iran, areas that have been less explored previously. First,
the special focus on the perspectives and opinions of sociological elites and experts allows for
a deeper analysis of the challenges and potentials of this discipline within Iran’s social and
political context. Second, employing a qualitative approach and thematic analysis as the main
research methods facilitates a more precise understanding of the underlying meanings in the
data and behavioral patterns in the field of sociology. Moreover, by combining theoretical
review with empirical data, this study highlights the gap between sociological theorizing and
practical application in Iran and proposes solutions tailored to local conditions. Finally, the
research emphasizes a comprehensive reconsideration of sociology education, research, and
its role in policymaking, which can pave the way for enhancing the discipline’s effectiveness in
solving the country’s social problems.
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