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Abstract

Media literacy is recognized as one of the vital skills for living in contemporary
society. This concept refers to the ability of individuals to analyze, evaluate, and
create media content and directly affects social relationships and individual
emotions. In this text, we will examine the relationship between media literacy in
creating a sense of social belonging and its role in increasing civic participation.

This research was conducted as a survey among 340 young people aged 18-29 in
Isfahan. The method of random sampling and data analysis was using SPSS and
Amos software.

Results: Media literacy has achieved an average score among the selected sample,
and in examining the average score from the highest to the lowest of its dimensions,
it was: identifying social influences, responsible use of media, content analysis,
content production, and credibility assessment, respectively. The sense of social
belonging, taking into account the average score and its dimensions, was the
dimension of social interactions, sense of group identity, and social support,
respectively.

The civic participation score was also average. Also, the relationship between the
media literacy variable and the sense of social belonging and the increase in civic
participation was significant. In examining the contextual variables, no relationship
was found between age and media literacy, nor was there a mean difference in terms
of gender, education level, and marital status with media literacy.

In examining the structural equation model, media literacy had a significant
effect on civic participation and the sense of social belonging.
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Introduction
In the present era, the use of new media and communication technologies alone
cannot help us achieve human development. Because we need to know how to use
the media and their information sources in such an environment, what to choose
and what information to reject, and in general, to gain an understanding of life in
this era.This process requires achieving a reasonable level of skills and knowledge on
the basis of which one can engage with the media and move away from a passive and
one-sided attitude towards new media. Media literacy teaches us the skills necessary
to establish thoughtful and informed communication with the media, while at the
same time providing a careful, critical, and analytical perspective on the messages of
various media and new technologies (Bourbour et al., 2017:25) .Among the social
classes, the adolescent and young generation are the most frequent users of social
media and are heavily influenced by these media. In fact, the use of social media by
Iranian youth is expanding and inevitably, young people are the most populous and
numerous generational groups in Iran in terms of exposure to new media (Memar et
al., 2012: 173). Accordingly, given the importance of studying the role of media
literacy in creating a sense of social belonging and increasing civic participation, and
the conditions of the recent elections and their two-stage nature, the researcher paid
attention to whether young people played an active or passive role in this election
period, and whether this role was accompanied by knowledge and awareness.

The importance of this research was also noted after the elections, as after
experiencing this stage, young people can have informed and experienced responses
to the research questions and guide us in the actual results of this research.

Purpose
Given that this research intends to examine the impact of media literacy in creating a
sense of social belonging, which consequently leads to increased civic participation,
at a specific time such as elections, when greater manifestations of social
participation may occur.

Therefore, this research will investigate and verify the following hypotheses
during the 1403 elections and among the target population, namely young people,
especially 18-year-olds who are legally allowed to participate in the socio-political

space for the first time:

1- There is a relationship between media literacy and a sense of social belonging.

2- There is a relationship between media literacy and the level of civic participation.
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3- There is a relationship between a sense of social belonging and civic
participation.
4-The average level of media literacy varies based on contextual variables (age,

gender, marital status, and level of education).

Methodology

This research is applied in terms of its purpose and descriptive-survey in terms of its
nature and research method. The study area is Isfahan city, the statistical population
is 18-29 years old, which was collected based on random sampling with a sample size
of 340 people in 2024. The data collection tool was a researcher-made questionnaire
with reliability and validity. The research variables were media literacy with an alpha
coefficient of (0.87) and dimensions (content analysis, credibility assessment,
content production, identification of social impacts, responsible use of media, etc.),
social belonging with an alpha coefficient of (0.77) and dimensions (social support,
social interactions, and sense of group identity), and civic participation with an
alpha coefficient of (0.75) (permanent and temporary).Data analysis was performed
using SPSS and Amos software in the form of descriptive statistics (frequency) and

inferential statistics (hypothesis testing).

Findings

The findings showed that the average media literacy score was average, and the
average of the highest to lowest scores was in the following dimensions: identifying
social influences, responsible use of media, content analysis, content production, and
credibility assessment.

The average score for social belonging was above average, and among the
dimensions or components of social belonging, from highest to lowest score, were:
social interactions, sense of group identity, and social support. The average score for
civic participation was above average, and was the average of the temporary and
permanent dimensions, respectively.

In the hypothesis section; a direct and significant relationship was found between
the media literacy variable and the sense of social belonging and civic participation.
Similarly, there was a direct and significant relationship between the sense of social
belonging and civic participation. Also, in examining the background variables
according to educational groups, gender, and marital status, no mean difference was

observed.
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Conclusion

As the theoretical foundations and background of the research show, media literacy
is affected by different factors, and as an influential factor, it can play an important
role in society. As the results of the research showed, media literacy can be effective
in creating a sense of social belonging, empathy, and unity in a society, which makes
individuals play an important role as active actors in participating and building civil
society.

Therefore, according to the results of this study, it is expected that policymakers
and institutions will strive to create and promote media literacy among the people of
the society, especially the young generation, in order to both keep the society safe
from the dangers of hostile media, rumors, and divisiveness, and to help promote a
society that is built with the participation of the people and has formed a sense of

responsibility in them.

Novelty

No previous research has been conducted on the impact of media literacy on social
belonging and civic participation in Iran. The advantage of this study is that it uses a
theoretical framework and selects literature close to the research topic, and then

empirically discusses and tests it among a statistical sample.
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