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Abstract
Green spaces are considered a part of urban areas, and since their design and
implementation take place within the context of a neighborhood, they cannot be
successfully executed without seeking public opinions. Increasing citizen
participation in the development and maintenance of parks and urban green spaces
emphasizes the importance of participatory planning.
In this regard, a study was conducted to investigate the level of citizen participation
in neighborhood parks. First, by reviewing and integrating related conceptual
models, a practical conceptual model called the Spiral Model of Participation in
Green Spaces was developed to outline the steps of participation in green spaces. A
questionnaire was then designed based on this model and completed by 384 visitors
to Gol-e Narges Park in Karaj. The collected data were analyzed, and the results
revealed that among the six levels of participation—I-Information Sharing,2-
Opinion Gathering,3-Design-4.Planning,5mplementation, and6-Maintenance—the
highest levels of participation were observed in information sharing and
maintenance.This outcome may be attributed to a lack of specialized knowledge
about green spaces and unfamiliarity with other levels of participation. Citizens cited
the absence of a suitable platform for participation as a reason for their lack of
involvement. Therefore, it can be concluded that citizens have shown a strong
willingness to participate in park maintenance. Among the proposed solutions to
increase participation in other levels, organizing educational workshops to
familiarize citizens with these levels can be highly effective.
Keywords: Park Maintenance, Public Opinion, Questionnaire, Spiral Model of

Participation
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