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Abstract
The causes of the failure of political development during the second Pahlavi period
have been widely analyzed by researchers. Most studies have examined Iran's lack of
political development in this historical period in relation to the structure of political
power, the rentier nature of the state, the social structure, and the political culture of
the opposition. However, the present research, inspired by Weber's approach to the
variable of culture and using a historical-analytical method, seeks to explore the
influence of Mohammad Reza Shah's political culture on the lack of political
development during the period in question.
This research aims to address the following question: What impact did Mohammad
Reza Shah's political culture have on the lack of political development during the period
of 1953-1979?To answer this question, the study investigates the elements of
Mohammad Reza Shah's political culture and examines their effects on the political
development process during this period. The research is based on the hypothesis that
authoritarianism, the cult of personality, the illusion of conspiracy, and lawlessness—
as key elements of Mohammad Reza Shah's political culture—created a concentration
of power and personalized it, thereby preventing societal political participation.
Political participation, as one of the most important pillars of political development,
was significantly hindered during the second Pahlavi period (1953-1979).
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