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Abstract

An election campaign is one of the most significant arenas of political engagement for
any politician—an opportunity to present the most calculated, deliberate, and favorable
image of oneself. This article, drawing on Norman Fairclough’s Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA) and his three-dimensional model (description, interpretation,
explanation), examines two key messages delivered by Ali Larijani during the 2024
Iranian presidential election: his announcement of candidacy and his withdrawal
statement following disqualification by the Guardian Council. Given Larijani’s
longstanding presence in Iran’s legislative, media, and ideological spheres—and his
central role in the structure of power—these messages are treated not merely as
communicative documents but as ideological and discursive texts. The article
demonstrates how the language used in these messages reflects dynamics of power,
official ideology, and strategies to maintain or redefine political positioning. In his entry
message, Larijani employs brevity, metaphor, and ambiguity to portray himself as
modern, people-oriented, and aligned with public agency. In contrast, the withdrawal
message is more formal, explicit, and contains implicit criticism of the disqualification
process, though it remains loyal to the political structure, framed in religious, polite, and
institutional language. Ultimately, the study concludes that the two messages
complement each other as part of a strategic effort to manage Larijani’s political image,
sustain public legitimacy, and engage with power structures with minimal confrontation.
Keywords: Ali Larijani; Critical Discourse Analysis; Norman Fairclough; Electoral
Message; Power Structure
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Introduction

The electoral campaign is a decisive arena of political action, where politicians
attempt to project the most favorable image of themselves in order to win public
trust and secure victory. Campaign messages, particularly written ones, serve as
reflections of their personality, objectives, and political orientation. In Iran, the
presidential election is the central stage for evaluating these dimensions.

Ali Larijani, born in 1957 in Najaf, is the son of Ayatollah Mirza Hashem Amoli,
a distinguished cleric. Raised in a religious and intellectual family, Larijani pursued
higher education in philosophy and earned a PhD in Western philosophy from the
University of Tehran. His academic background has given him familiarity with
theological and philosophical concepts. Alongside this, he has held several high-
profile positions, including Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance, head of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting, and Speaker of the Parliament for three
consecutive terms. These experiences have provided him with a deep understanding
of the role of language, rhetoric, and media in politics and electoral competition.
Consequently, analyzing the vocabulary and themes in his campaign discourse is
particularly significant, as they reflect both his own strategic awareness and that of
his political team.

The present study focuses on Larijani’s campaign discourse in the 2024
presidential election, which marked his third bid for the presidency. He first entered
the race in 2005 but was unsuccessful. In 2021, despite registering as a candidate, his
qualification was unexpectedly rejected by the Guardian Council. Against this
background, the 2024 campaign offers valuable material for understanding how

Larijani sought to construct his political image and communicate with the electorate.

Purpose

This study analyzes Ali Larijani’s campaign messages in the 2024 presidential
election through the lens of discourse analysis, with a specific focus on Norman
Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). CDA is an advanced approach to
discourse analysis that emphasizes the relationship between language and social
events such as policymaking (Rashidi et al.,, 2019). Language functions as a tool
through which authors express issues and achieve their goals, while every text is
socially situated and shaped by broader contexts (Ghanbari et al., 2023). Although
CDA, like many areas of the social sciences, lacks a single unified approach
(Mohseni, 2012), it is regarded as one of the most effective methods for studying
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political discourse and relations of power, revealing both explicit and implicit
meanings.

The analysis aims to uncover how Larijani’s messages are embedded within
power relations in Iran’s political system. It asks: What linguistic and rhetorical
features shape his discourse? How do his messages interact with religious, political,
and revolutionary discourses? What ideologies and power structures are reproduced
or contested? Finally, what discursive strategies are employed to legitimize and

strengthen Larijani’s political position?

Methodology

Discourse analysis examines how social power abuse, dominance, control, and
inequality are produced, reproduced, and resisted (van Dijk, 2001). Among its
approaches, Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) is especially suited for
studies of power and domination, offering a framework to uncover linguistic
mechanisms of power. This qualitative study adopts Fairclough’s three-dimensional
model: description (lexical, grammatical, and textual features), interpretation
(interaction with social and intertextual context), and explanation (link to broader
power relations and ideologies). Two political messages by Ali Larijani—his entry
into the 2024 presidential race and his withdrawal after disqualification—are
analyzed as discourse units.

Findings

The aim of this analysis is to examine the linguistic organization of Ali Larijani’s
entry and exit messages in the 1403 (2024) presidential election, focusing on the
experiential, relational, and expressive values of the texts. The messages are
structured episodically, beginning with a mysterious invitation to enter the race and
concluding with withdrawal and expressions of gratitude. The episodic arrangement
constructs an image of a popular, responsible politician who remains committed to
the political system.

Entry Message: Larijani appeared on social media with a concise and enigmatic
message accompanied by a meaningful visual. The metaphor of “reaching the
destination” positions the people as the main drivers of political change. Modern
symbols, such as navigation maps, were used to appeal to young voters and distance
his image from traditional perceptions. The language is simple, succinct, and

suspenseful, portraying the people as co-travelers and even as having a higher role
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than the candidate. This approach generated motivation, engagement, and media
attention.

Exit Message: Following disqualification, Larijani issued a formal, structured,
and longer message. It opens with thanks and religious expressions, explains the
reasons for entering the election (economic conditions and sanctions), mildly
criticizes the Guardian Council, and concludes with hope and gratitude. Relations
with the public are framed around loyalty and social capital, while the critique of the
Guardian Council is assertive yet non-confrontational. The handwritten text and
official emblems signal that he remains within the political system.

Interpretation and Explanation: According to Fairclough, texts go beyond mere
information, shaping power relations and legitimacy. The entry message presents
Larijani as a popular, youth-friendly politician who journeys alongside the people.
The exit message portrays him as an internally loyal yet aggrieved figure. Both
messages aim to redefine Larijani’s public image, mitigating perceptions of
traditionalism while emphasizing dedication, rationality, and commitment to the

people and the system.

Conclusion

Analysis of Ali Larijani’s 1403 electoral messages reveals a strategic use of language and
media to shape his political image. His entry message employed modern, platform-
oriented communication, metaphor, and symbolic imagery to present himself as a
transformative, people-centered leader, emphasizing public agency. The exit message,
longer and formal, expressed controlled critique of the Guardian Council while
maintaining loyalty to the system, highlighting experience, restraint, and social capital.
Overall, both messages reflect a calculated effort to balance critique and allegiance,
redefine his public image, and safeguard political relevance, demonstrating a

sophisticated strategy in managing perception and electoral positioning.
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