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Abstract

This study aims to examine the transformation of social family values in Iranian
cinema of the 1980s, using Fairclough’s framework of critical discourse analysis.
Four films from this decade The Scarecrow, Let Me Live, Shadows of Sorrow, and
Longing for Marriage were analyzed. The findings show that these films present a
complex representation of discursive struggles between traditional and modern
values, set against the backdrop of post-Islamic Revolution socio-political changes,
the Iran-Iraq war, economic crisis, and the consolidation of religious ideology.The
traditional discourse, centered around patriarchy, fixed gender roles (father as
breadwinner, mother as homemaker), the sanctity of marriage, and an emphasis on
biological reproduction, is challenged by emerging discourses that advocate for
individual autonomy, gender equality, redefinition of motherhood, and acceptance
of new forms of family (such as adoption).In The Scarecrow, family cohesion is
reinforced through the acceptance of the stepmother’s role and social solidarity. Let
Me Live highlights the challenges to traditional roles by portraying divorce and
women's demand for independence. Shadows of Sorrow redefines the concept of
motherhood based on emotional bonds by addressing infertility and the acceptance
of adoption. Longing for Marriage depicts the younger generation’s resistance to
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patriarchal  authority —and  emphasizes  professional and educational
independence.These films portray the family of the 1980s as a dual institution—both

a preserver of official values and a site of tension and gradual transformation toward
modern values.

Keywords: Discourse Analysis, Social Values, Family, Iranian Cinema, Fairclough

Introduction

Values are fundamental elements of culture and the social system, shaping individuals'
behavior and judgments while ensuring the continuity of generations (Madiri, 1397:
149). The family, as the most foundational social institution, plays a key role in
transmitting values and maintains a reciprocal relationship with social values (Niazi et
al, 1399: 72). In traditional Iran, the family was structured based on traditional
discourse and defined gender roles, functioning not only as a social unit but also as a
productive one. However, with industrialization, it transformed into a social
institution focused on raising children and transmitting values (Madiri, 1397: 148).

With structural changes in the family, redefining its social values is essential to
preserve societal cohesion and cultural identity. Discourse analysis is an effective
tool for understanding the representation of these values and their impact on
attitudes and behaviors. In this context, cinema, as a reflection of culture and social
transformations, holds particular significance, and studying films provides an
opportunity to examine social changes (Ravadrad, 1391: 456-458).

After the Islamic Revolution, the family, as the primary institution for
transmitting Islamic-revolutionary values and norms, became a focal point of
cultural policies. The 1980s, marked by the unique conditions of the revolution, war,
and the consolidation of the new system, witnessed a redefinition of the family
within the framework of Islamic-revolutionary discourse. Analyzing the discourse of
the family in this decade can shed light on the transformation of values and roles. To
this end, the films Scarecrow, Let Me Live, Shadows of Sorrow, and In the Hope of
Marriage have been selected to address the question: "How have the social values of

the family transformed in post-revolutionary Iranian cinema of the 1980s?"

purpose

This research aims to examine the transformation of family social values in Iranian
cinema of the 1980s, seeking to demonstrate how, during this period, traditional
discourses (patriarchy, fixed gender roles, the sanctity of marriage, and biological

procreation) were represented in cinema while simultaneously being challenged by
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emerging discourse (individual independence, gender equality, redefinition of

motherhood, and acceptance of new family forms such as adoption).

Methodology

This research was conducted using Fairclough’s critical discourse analysis approach.
Fairclough’s method focuses on three levels of analysis:1) description of the
linguistic and formal features of the text,2) interpretation of meaning in relation to
social context and audience subjectivity, and 3) explanation of the relationship
between text, discourse, and social structures. The research field includes family-
related films from the 1980s. From over 400films produced during this decade, four
films—Scarecrow, Let Me Live, Shadows of Sorrow, and In the Hope of Marriage—
were selected based on purposeful criterion-based purposive sampling. The unit of
analysis consists of dialogues and scenes that represent roles, family relationships,
and social values. The data were analyzed within Fairclough’s theoretical framework,
with an emphasis on the concepts of intertextuality and interdiscursivity.

Findings

Scarecrow: Reproduction of traditional-Islamic discourse; emphasis on the sanctity
of the family and the central role of the mother, but with signs of transformation in
accepting the role of a stepmother and the importance of social solidarity. Let Me
Live:Depiction of challenges to gender roles and economic crises; divorce and
women’s pursuit of independence against patriarchy, alongside the emergence of
new values based on social cooperation. Shadows of Sorrow: The crisis of infertility
and societal pressure for biological procreation; resistance by the female character
(Azar) and redefinition of motherhood through acceptance of adoption, as a step
toward modern values. In the Hope of Marriage: Confrontation between traditional
patriarchal discourse (father’s authority and the condition of stable employment for
marriage) and modern youth values (individual independence, education, and free
choice). Overall, the findings indicate that the family in 1980s cinema is portrayed as
a dual institution: both a preserver of official and traditional values and a space for

tension and gradual movement toward modern values.

Conclusion

This research demonstrates that the cinema of the 1980s reflects deep tensions
between tradition and modernity within the institution of the family. On one hand,
the dominant official discourse of patriarchy and fixed gender roles is prominently
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present in the films; on the other hand, the films open windows to social changes:
the increasing role of women in achieving individual independence, the redefinition
of motherhood, youth resistance against patriarchal authority, and the acceptance of
new family forms. Thus, during this period, the family was not a static structure but
a field for negotiation, conflict, and gradual transformation of values. Cinema, in this
context, played a significant mediating role in representing, reinforcing, or

challenging these values.

Novelty

Unlike many previous studies that examined transformations in family values
through descriptive or statistical frameworks, this research, by employing
Fairclough’s critical discourse analysis framework, has been able to reveal the
relationship between language, power, and ideology in the representation of the
family in Iranian cinema. Additionally, focusing on the 1980s, a highly sensitive
historical period (coinciding with the Islamic Revolution, the Iran-Iraq War, and the
consolidation of ideological discourse), is another innovative aspect of this study,
providing a context for an in-depth and precise examination of changes in social
values. The selection and analysis of four prominent films from this decade have lent
a practical and illustrative approach to the research, demonstrating that the family
during this period was a dual institution: on one hand, a preserver of traditional and
official values, and on the other, a space for tension, resistance, and gradual

transformation toward modern values.
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