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Networks among Iranian faculty members and students. In the era of globalization and
digital communication, traditional boundaries have dissolved, and social networks
have become essential tools for connection and information sharing. However, the
usage of domestic platforms remains below average among academics. The research
employed a descriptive-survey methodology, collecting data through a researcher-
made questionnaire from 315 faculty members and 381 students. Statistical analyses,
including T-tests, ANOVA, and Pearson correlation, revealed that:
o Usage rates are significantly below average for both groups.
e Faculty members show higher adoption rates than students.
e Key influencing factors include privacy encryption techniques, psychological

state, political approach, age, and web-based economic opportunities.
e DPrivacy encryption was identified as the most critical factor, while educational

level was the least significant.
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Theoretical Framework

The study draws on Marshall McLuhan's "Global Village" theory, emphasizing how
digital media erase spatial and temporal barriers, creating an interconnected world.
Domestic social networks play a pivotal role in this landscape by enabling real-time
communication and content sharing. The research also highlights collaborative
learning as a framework where these platforms can facilitate academic interaction,

resource sharing, and peer-to-peer engagement.

Methodology

e Approach: Descriptive-survey.

e Tools: Researcher-made questionnaire.

e Sample Size: 315 faculty members and 381 students (determined via Cochran’s
formula).

e Analysis: T-tests, independent T-tests, ANOVA, and Pearson correlation.

Key Findings

1. Main Hypothesis: Adoption of domestic social networks is below average for both
faculty and students (confirmed).

2. Comparative Analysis: Faculty members (mean: 2.31) show higher usage than

students (mean: 2.08).

Demographic Correlations:

Age: Positive correlation for students but not faculty.

Psychological State: Positive correlation for both groups.

Privacy Encryption: Strong positive correlation (most influential factor).

Political Approach: Significant positive correlation.

Economic Opportunities: Positive correlation for both groups.

Gender: No significant difference in usage.

Marital Status: Married individuals show higher usage than singles.

O 0O 0O O O 0O O O W

Education Level: Doctoral students use platforms more than undergraduates; no

significant difference among faculty.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The low adoption of domestic social networks among academics poses a risk to
collaborative learning and educational efficiency. To address this:

1. Policy Interventions: Implement regulations promoting domestic platforms as

primary tools for academic interaction.
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2. Technical Improvements: Enhance privacy encryption and user experience to
build trust.

3. Academic Integration: Encourage faculty and students to utilize these networks
for resource sharing, discussions, and collaborative projects.
The study underscores the need for a strategic shift toward domestic platforms to

align with Irans evolving digital policies and to harness their potential for

educational advancement.
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