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Introduction

National media is one of the key tools in the cultural and social field for conveying
various concepts to society. In recent years, the IRIB has faced strong competitors in
cyberspace, so that the audience is attracted to this space at a remarkable speed.
With the emergence of new media, the national media is forced to adopt strategies to
maintain its position and be successful in this intense media competition. In order
for the IRIB to continue to play an effective role in informing, guiding public
opinion, and interacting with society, it is essential to have an active presence in
cyberspace and to formulate appropriate strategies for this space. In this context,
national media policymaking plays a pivotal and fundamental role in relation to
emerging media. Policymaking in the IRIB is one of the fundamental issues in the
Islamic Republic. Given that the national media represents the ideology of
governance both inside and outside the country, the formulation of strategic policies
in this organization is of particular importance. From this perspective, the need to
review and update the national media in line with technological developments,

especially in the field of 5G Internet and audio-visual content of cyberspace, is felt
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more than ever. In this regard, cyberspace has provided a suitable opportunity for
media policy-making, and members of society, as a fundamental pillar in national
policy-making, freely express their views in this space. Therefore, cyberspace has
provided a very suitable opportunity for formulating policies with awareness of
citizens' opinions. Given the innovative and dynamic features of 5G Internet, which
have caused fundamental changes in cyberspace activities, Iran has also taken steps
in this area, but these measures have remained limited. Even SATRA, which is a
subsidiary of the IRIB, has not yet had a specific policy regarding 5G Internet. In the
meantime, what is important is to achieve a scientific and realistic understanding for
formulating national media policies in cyberspace in order to maximize the potential
of the fifth generation Internet. The lack of policymaking in this area will not only
prevent the achievement of the national media’s grand goals in cyberspace, but
challenges that can be solved with simple solutions may become fundamental
problems. This is while the present issue is of great importance from a negative
perspective, and the lack of attention to national media policymaking on audio and
video content in cyberspace can have numerous negative consequences that will
affect the country’s culture, security, economy, and media governance. Despite the
importance of policymaking in this field, studies conducted in the country are very
limited and this issue has been addressed less. Also, the policies of the Iranian
Broadcasting Corporation in the field of the Internet and monitoring of audio and
video content have always been accompanied by criticism. Accordingly, the present
study aims to fill this research gap and examines various dimensions of national
media policymaking in cyberspace, with an emphasis on the fifth generation
Internet. This study studies the causal conditions, the central phenomenon, the
background conditions, the strategies and actions, the intervening conditions, and
the consequences of implementing these policies, and answers the key question:
What is the analysis of media policymaking in the face of digital content based on
the fifth generation of the Internet?

Keywords: National media polcy-making, Audio-visual content, Cyberspace, Fifth-
generation internet, Gap analysis

Method

This research is based on pragmatic philosophy and was conducted with an
inductive-deductive approach. It is also applied-developmental in terms of purpose
and survey-cross-sectional in terms of data collection. In line with the purpose, a

mixed exploratory research design was used. The qualitative part of the participants
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included professors of media management and managers of the Supreme Council of
Cyberspace, and the quantitative part of the statistical community included media
activists in the country. The data collection tool was a semi-structured interview and
a researcher-made questionnaire. The qualitative part of the data was conducted

using the grounded theory method and Maxqda software, and the quantitative part

of the significance-performance analysis method was used with SPSS software.

Findings

In In the findings section, the analysis of the interviews was conducted using
MaxQDA software and based on the grounded theory method, in accordance with
the systematic approach of Strauss and Corbin, including three stages of open, axial,
and selective coding. Based on the systematic approach in grounded theory, in the
selective coding stage, the structures identified in the axial coding were organized
into causal, contextual, intervening, pivotal, strategic, and consequential conditions,
and finally, through this process, 6 selective codes, 9 pivotal codes, and 53 open
codes were extracted. Also, based on the research model, it was determined that
causal conditions (management factors, legal factors, knowledge factors, and cultural
factors) affect the axial phenomenon (national media policymaking). The axial
phenomenon, contextual conditions (5G Internet), and intervening conditions
(social responsibility of national media) affect strategies and actions (interaction

with new media). Ultimately, the aforementioned component leads to the

consequence (audio and video content of cyberspace).

Conclusion

The The results of this study show that national media policymaking in cyberspace is
not only influenced by managerial, legal, knowledge, and cultural factors, but also
takes shape in a dynamic interaction with technological platforms and social
obligations. This policymaking arises from structural weaknesses in decision-
making, legal challenges governing the media, knowledge gaps in the analysis of
digital developments, and cultural disconnects with the audience; factors that, when
intertwined, have exposed policymaking to fluctuations and instability. In such a
situation, the arrival of the fifth generation Internet has not only transformed the
content distribution infrastructure, but also made the need to review production and
regulatory policies inevitable. Also, the results of the importance-performance
analysis showed that managerial factors, legal factors, cultural factors, interaction

with new media, national media policymaking, fifth-generation Internet, social
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responsibility of national media, audio and video content of cyberspace are in the

weak area and the distance between these structures and what they should be is a

significant gap.
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