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Abstract

Media, encompassing visual, auditory, and print formats, play a significant role in
shaping public opinion. Given that women constitute half of human societies and
have gained greater opportunities than ever before to participate in various spheres
of social life, the representation of women in media warrants analysis from multiple
perspectives. Within this context, the manner in which women are represented
across different media platforms, including news websites, has undeniably
influenced public perceptions and contributed to the formation of new female
identities.

This present research investigates the representation of Iranian women on the BBC
Persian website during the years 1399 and 1400 (2021-2022). Employing a mixed-
methods approach combining quantitative and qualitative content analysis, the
study examines the representation of women's roles in media content.

The findings reveal that the predominant image of Iranian women presented by the
BBC Persian news website over the consecutive years 1399-1400 (2021-2022) is a
negative one. This portrayal depicts women in unfavorable conditions, grappling

with numerous challenges and problems across various domains. Consequently,
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faced with such circumstances, women are shown either protesting or emigrating
from the country. In contrast, a smaller percentage of news items in this media
outlet present a positive image of Iranian women. Compared to the negative
representations, positive representations of women's status in Iranian society
constitute a significantly smaller proportion of the BBC Persian news coverage.

Keywords: Representation, Media, Women, BBC Persian Website.

Introduction

One of the fundamental functions of the media is to represent the realities of the
outside world to the audience. The image we have of the world around us is, in many
cases, the result of our experience with reports and images presented by the media.
How women are represented in the media is also related to the ideology, beliefs, and
goals of the content producers, and different representations will lead to different
interpretations from the audience.

In fact, the media play a dominant role in society's culture and they play this role not
only by reflecting culture but also by participating in culture-building. It can be said
that media discourse can be considered as a set of interpretations that give meaning
to a topic. The information disseminated by the media primarily includes news and
reports and to a large extent shapes the public's perceptions of reality (Lazar, 2017:
86).

Sometimes the media try to construct a specific situation and, by discursively
constructing it, make people aware of that specific discourse and make it appear real
in people's lives. Richard Dyer raises the question about representation: who
represents which group and in what way. It is following such an approach that the
issue of the relationship between "representation”, "power" and "ideology" emerges.
In other words, representation is not the process of transparently displaying reality
through the media, but is essentially a process during which some things are
represented while many things remain silent; in fact, what is represented is probably

tied to the interests of a certain group (Strinati, 2013).

Purpose

Given the importance of media representation in redefining the identity of
individuals and social groups, in this study we will examine how the media
represents women and specifically uncover the cultural stereotypes constructed by

the BBC media in Iran. Since all data and information from news websites can be
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studied and examined in the future, the BBC Persian news website will be examined

to answer the research question.

Methodology

In this study, content analysis method was used to answer the main research
question. The statistical population in this study is all news about women related to
Iran on the BBC Persian news website. In this study, the total count method was
used to examine all news, reports, interviews, and articles related to women on the
BBC Persian websites in 2020 and 2021. Therefore, by choosing a total count for the
study, there will naturally be no sampling and sample size, and each news item (with

a negative and positive side) is considered separately as a unit of analysis.

Findings

Based on the results of this study, 80% of the news published by BBC Persian in 2020
presented a negative image of the status of women in society, while in 2021, 67% of
BBC Persian news presented a negative image of Iranian women, which shows a 13%
decrease compared to 2020. The negative representation of women's status in 2020
included a diverse range of issues, whereas in 2021, only a few cases were mentioned.
Regarding news related to women's protests, in 2020, 2% of the news, and in 2021,
6% of the news was dedicated to this code, indicating a 4% increase in coverage of
news related to women's protests in Iran in 2021. Regarding the migration of women
from Iran and their success abroad, in 2020 and 2021, similar percentages of news in
both years were dedicated to this code, which are 5% and 6% respectively. Overall,
13% of BBC Persian news presented a positive representation of the status of women
in Iran in 2020, while in 2021, 21% of BBC Persian news presented a positive
representation of the status of women in Iran. Therefore, the coverage of positive

news about the status of women in Iran on BBC Persian increased by 8% in 2021.

Conclusion

The results of this study show that on the news website under review (BBC Persian)
in two consecutive years, 1399-1400, the main image presented of Iranian women is
a negative one, in which women are either imprisoned, executed, or terrorized, are
vulnerable in crises, or are not allowed to work outside the home. Their image is
removed from public spaces, religion and Sharia are used to control women, and
there are no deterrent laws in Iran to support women. This is the main framework of

the BBC Persian website in depicting the situation of Iranian women. In general, the
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main framework of this website in both years studied focuses on the unfavorable
situation of women in Iran, where women struggle with many issues and problems
in various areas and are deprived of many of their rights. Faced with such a situation,
women have either protested or emigrated from the country. In contrast, a smaller
percentage of news in these media outlets presented a positive image of Iranian
women, and compared to the negative representation of women, the positive
representation of women's status in Iranian society accounted for a smaller

percentage of BBC Persian news.

Novelty

This research examines the representation of Iranian women during a specific period
marked by significant developments such as the COVID-19 pandemic and the
intensification of women's protests. Focusing on BBC Persian as a Persian-language
media outlet operating outside Iran's borders, it fills a research gap in this area. This
research investigates the representation of women not only in political news but also
in non-political spheres (cultural, sports, etc.), including cultural, sports, economic,

and social domains, which has been less explored in previous studies.
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