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Abstract
Migration is tied to many issues in the theoretical and real field, but there is less of
an image of the immigrants themselves describing the migration issue. Likewise,
while it is tied to the Far West, there is less talk about migration to neighboring
countries, in case of Iran there is much lees talks about migration to Turkey, where
the acceptance of Iranians is increasing. The present research has tried to describe
the most important characteristics of the Iranian diaspora in Turkey by using
thematic analysis method. Cultural and economic poverty, trying to stay close to the
community of origin while wanting to keep a distance and not get involved with
Iran's daily issues, as well as providing an opportunity to rest, to decide on the next
destination of immigration for those whose Turkey is not their main destination, but
They do not have the possibility to continue living in Iran, the desire for negative
and radical moral judgments about the society of origin as well as the Turkish
society, along with generally negative moral judgments about the new waves of
Iranian immigrants in Turkey, are the most important themes that emerged from
the conversation with some members of the Iranian diaspora in Turkey.
Keywords: Migration, Diaspora, Diaspora cultural studise, Turkey, Iranian diaspora

in Turkey

Introduction

Diaspora refers to groups of people who share a common cultural, ethnic, or
national identity but reside outside their geographical place of origin due to various
factors. Global migration trends indicate that over 281 million people—
approximately 3.5% of the world’s population—live beyond their home country’s
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borders. While diasporic communities are not identical to immigrant populations,
their increasing visibility underscores the broader sociopolitical and economic shifts
driving migration. Iran has experienced significant emigration patterns, with Turkey
emerging as a growing destination for Iranian migrants. Despite the historical and
cultural ties between Iran and Turkey, the Iranian diaspora in Turkey remains an
understudied community. This research examines the contemporary Iranian
diaspora in Turkey, aiming to understand their experiences, interactions, and sense

of identity within both their homeland and host society.

Purpose

This study seeks to explore how members of the Iranian diaspora in Turkey perceive
their migration experience, their relationship with Iranian society, and their
integration—or lack thereof—into Turkish society. Using thematic analysis, the
research investigates key narratives surrounding Iranian migrants, including their
motivations for migration, their cultural and economic positioning, and their
interactions within Turkish communities. The study aims to bridge the gap in
existing scholarship by focusing on a neighboring country, rather than Western

migration destinations that dominate Iranian diaspora research.

Methodology

Employing a qualitative approach, the study relies on semi-structured interviews
with Iranian migrants across several Turkish cities. The research was conducted
through direct engagement with migrants in diverse settings—including homes,
cafes, and workplaces—to capture their lived experiences authentically. Data
collection followed a thematic analysis framework, categorizing responses into major
themes that reflect collective migrant experiences. Interview subjects were selected
based on varied backgrounds, including differences in socioeconomic status,
occupation, and migration duration, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of

Iranian migrants' diverse perspectives.

Findings

The study identifies several themes among Iranian migrants in Turkey:

* Temporary vs. Permanent Residency: Many Iranians view Turkey as a
transitional space rather than a final migration destination, using their time in

Turkey to plan future migrations.
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* Cultural Proximity and Alienation: While Turkey shares linguistic, religious, and
historical ties with Iran, Iranian migrants experience both familiarity and
estrangement, hesitating to fully integrate into Turkish society.

» Economic and Social Status: Iranian migrants perceive Turkey as a low-cost
migration option, yet they express concerns about limited professional
opportunities and cultural recognition within Turkish society.

* Moral and Social Judgments: Migrants often assess their own community
critically, expressing skepticism toward recent waves of Iranian migrants and
contrasting their experiences with other diaspora communities in Western

countries.

Conclusion

Iranian migrants in Turkey navigate a complex intersection of belonging and
detachment, balancing their connections to Iran with their uncertain future in
Turkey. The research highlights how Iranian migration patterns challenge
traditional diaspora classifications, revealing a fluid, transitional identity shaped by
economic pragmatism, geopolitical uncertainty, and cultural negotiation. The
Iranian diaspora in Turkey exists in a liminal space—neither fully settled nor entirely

displaced—reflecting broader migration trends in the region
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