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Abstract
In Clifford Geertz's anthropological system, the interpretation of "the sacred" is done
by studying the relationship between culture and religion, and sacred things have a
semiotic nature that is obtained by interpreting signs, studying rituals, and
extracting meaning from sacred signs.
This research aims to examine, using the semiotic method, selected sequences from
Abbas Kiarostami's films in which religious rituals and ceremonies are shown as
sacred symbols. To examine the relationship between the concept of symbol and sign
with culture, from the perspective of Clifford Geertz, explain "religion as a cultural
system" and represent sacred symbols as a model of the reality of individuals'
worldviews.
While studying the films, it was observed that the sacred is reflected in the taste of
cherries in the funeral ritual and that soil is manifested as a sacred symbol in human
beliefs throughout the film. In the film The Wind Will Carry Us Away,The
importance of the Gisubaran religion as a religious belief is examined, and the film
Life and Nothing Else represents the concept of good and evil in a way that is
embedded in people's beliefs as a sacred concept to which all good and bad events
are attributed.
Through a set of sacred symbols, rituals provide both a model of reality and a model
for life and how to live.
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Introduction

Sacred things in the modern world have a history dating back to the dark and
unknown era of humanity. A time when gods directly bestowed their power upon
people. All natural things such as earthquakes, floods, lightning, etc., descended upon
the earth for sinful mankind, and sometimes sacred things saved humans from evil.
Meanwhile, religion was considered a broad circle for explaining sacred beliefs, but
not necessarily all sacred concepts can be found in this circle of meaning. Clifford
Geertz, an anthropologist who has a special focus on the study of sacred things as a
way to achieve human beliefs, believes:Sacred symbols serve to compose people's
behavior, their tone, their character, and the quality of their lives, their moral and
aesthetic style, their temperament, and their worldview. Their picture of the real
state of things is their most comprehensive idea of order" (Geertz, 1973: 89).

Rituals are, in fact, the most important conditions in which sacred symbols function
in such a way that they are preserved. Rituals are the creators of the reality of
religious teachings and their flawlessness. During the performance of rituals, the
various spirits and motivations that sacred symbols instill in man and the worldview

that these symbols interpret for man come together and strengthen each other.

Purpose

This research aims to present and represent a model of the reality of people's
worldviews by studying rituals, rites, and beliefs with the help of a set of sacred
symbols. The anthropology discussed in this research is actually how semantic
networks are formed through symbols, how they communicate with each other, and
what processes they create for the individual and the group to understand the

environment and the external world.

Methodology

Geertz follows Weber in considering the individual agent in his methodology.
“Nothing is more important than to know what anthropological interpretation is
and to understand the extent of interpretation, not to understand its real meaning,
but to be able to say that our formulation of the symbolic system of other individuals
must be agent-centered” (Geertz, 1400: 17).

In his method of understanding, he was influenced by the hermeneutic method, that
is, the method of interpretation and interpretation of historians of his time, and he
intended to use this method to move from understanding texts to understanding
social life.
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Findings

Sacred matters have a semiotic nature that is obtained by interpreting signs, studying
rituals, and the meaning of sacred signs. However, the study and interpretation of
this "sacred matter" in Geertz's anthropological system of human cognition is carried
out by studying the relationship between culture and religion.

In response to the main question of this research, how do rituals provide a model for
life and how to live?It can be said that the belief in the sacredness of things is rooted
in religious beliefs. In fact, it is in rituals that religious beliefs are formed in the
individual and the individual internalizes them as part of his or her being. Rituals,
with the help of a set of sacred symbols, provide both a model of reality and a model
for life and how to live.

The film The Taste of Cherry depicts the ritual of burying the dead as a sacred ritual.
A ritual in which "soil" appears as something sacred. Soil is a recurring symbol in the
film and, as a sacred mythological title, plays the role of creation. Badiei, by trying to
be buried, seeks to perform the ritual of burying the dead.

Because “ritual provides social cohesion and individual solace,” and religious beliefs
are representations that express the nature of sacred things and the relationships
they have to other sacred things or to mundane things. As Grimes argues:
“Ultimately, rituals are rules of conduct that determine how a person should conduct
himself with sacred things.

Also, in the conclusion of this research, the question of why understanding rituals
plays a central role in understanding religion is answered as follows: Sacred things
are a manifestation of culture. Sacred symbols are a model and example, that is, they
harmonize people's way of life, spiritual and even aesthetic orientation with their
worldview.

The sacred, as part of religion, offers a way of life that is very much in harmony with
the state of affairs as described by their worldview. The worldview's job is to provide
a rational justification for the paradigm, and the paradigm provides an emotional

justification for the worldview.

Conclusion
Through a set of sacred symbols, rituals provide both a model of reality and a model
for life and how to live. A model of reality, which is the worldview of individuals,

teaches people how to live by manifesting itself in rituals.
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Novelty

Sacred things are part of culture. Sacred symbols are role models, ie., they
harmonize people's way of life, spiritual and even aesthetic orientation with their
worldview. So far, no research has been conducted to understand humans through

cultural identification of the sacred.
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