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Abstract

Young people use social media for socio-political activism to change norms and
policies. The current research was conducted with the aim of predicting socio-political
actions based on the feeling of social justice, with the mediating role of social
responsibility in young people (both women and men). The research method was
descriptive and correlational (path analysis). The statistical population consisted of
11,030 undergraduate students at Mohaghegh Ardabili University. According to the
Krejcie-Morgan sample size determination table, 397 individuals were selected as the
sample using the convenience sampling method. The data collection tools were the
Socio-Political Activities in Social Media Scale (SASSM; Wilf & Wray-Lake, 2024), the
Social Responsibility Scale (Schuyt, Smit & Bekkers, 2004), and the Sense of Social
Justice Scale (Hazarjiribi, 2013). Data were analyzed using SPSS 24 and AMOS 24
software. The findings showed significant relationships between the research variables
(P<0.01). In total, 82% of socio-political actions could be explained based on the
feeling of social justice. The sense of social justice and social responsibility had a
significant direct effect on socio-political actions on social media (P < 0.001). The
indirect effect of the sense of social justice was p = 0.53, and the significance of the
mediator variable of social responsibility was confirmed by the Sobel test. All path
analysis indicators showed a good fit, and the research model was confirmed.
Compared to men, women had significant differences in the main research variables (P
< 0.01). It is concluded that a low sense of social justice, along with a high sense of
social responsibility, predicts socio-political actions on social media. Compared to
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men, women report a lower sense of social justice, a higher sense of social
responsibility, and greater socio-political engagement on social media.

Keyword: social media, social justice, Socio-political action, social responsibility

Introduction

Rapid developments in information technology and the emergence of social media
have created a new form of human interaction, civic participation, and social action.
In this new context, socio-political actions are no longer limited to formal and
traditional arenas such as parties, civil society organizations, or street protests, but
have also expanded to cyberspace and social networks. Social media users are now
not only recipients of information, but also active producers and distributors of
political and social messages. Therefore, it is important to understand the
psychological and social factors that influence people's participation in these types of
actions. One of the key concepts in this field is the sense of social justice. Social
inequality is the unequal distribution of resources, living conditions, opportunities
and rewards among individuals, groups and social classes such as gender (Abashidze
et al, 2020). People who assess social justice in society as insufficient or unequal may
be more inclined to participate in protest or reformist activities, even in cyberspace.
However, a mere sense of injustice may not lead to protest action unless the
individual has a sense of social responsibility; social responsibility is an ethical
framework in which the individual cooperates with other individuals and
organizations for the benefit of society (Jensen, 2006). This research can provide a
deeper understanding of the psychological and social mechanisms of individuals'
sociopolitical actions on social media and be useful for politicians, social activists,

and researchers in social and behavioral sciences.

Purpose

The overall goal of this research is to predict socio-political actions on social media
based on the sense of social justice, focusing on the mediating role of social
responsibility. This research tries to analyze the mental and emotional mechanisms
of people regarding social inequalities and participation in social fields with a
psychological and social perspective. In a world where social media has become one
of the most important tools for civic activism, it is crucial to understand how a sense
of social justice can lead individuals to engage in protest, advocacy, or reformist
behavior. Meanwhile, social responsibility as an individual characteristic can play a

key role in transforming feelings of justice or injustice into concrete actions. This
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research, with an analytical approach, seeks to clarify the relationships between these
variables in order to provide a more accurate picture of the factors influencing socio-

political participation in cyberspace.

Methodology

The present research design was descriptive, correlational, using the structural
equation modeling method. The statistical population of this study was all
undergraduate students at the University of Mohaghegh Ardabili in the academic
year 1401-1402, with a total number of 11,030. A total of 397 people (185 male and
212 female students) were selected as the research sample using the Krejci-Morgan
(1970) sample size determination table using available sampling method. After
explaining the purpose of the research and assuring the participants of
confidentiality and ethical compliance, the instruments were administered, and the
data were analyzed and that the data obtained from the questionnaires would be
used solely for research purposes, and in compliance with the principles of research
ethics, the research instruments were implemented and the data were analyzed using
SPSS version 24 and AMOS version 24 software. After explaining the purpose of the
research and assuring the participants that the information would remain
confidential and that the data obtained from the questionnaires would be used solely
for research purposes, and in compliance with the principles of research ethics, the
research instruments were implemented and the data were analyzed using SPSS and
AMOS version 24 software. The following instruments were used to collect data: 1 .
Wilf & Wray-Lake (2023) - Political-Social Actions in Social Media Scale (SASSM)
2. Schuyt, Smit, & Bekkers (2004) - Social Responsibility Scale. 3. Hezarjeribi (2011)

- Social Justice Sense Scale.

Findings

The findings showed significant relationships between the research variables
(P<0.01). Specifically, the sense of social justice had a negative relationship with
socio-political actions on social media and a positive relationship with social
responsibility. Overall, 82% of socio-political actions could be explained by the direct
and indirect effects of the sense of social justice. The variables of social justice and
social responsibility had significant direct effects on socio-political actions on social
media (P < 0.001). The coefficient of the indirect effect of the sense of social justice
on socio-political actions through social responsibility was B = 0.53, and the

significance of the mediating variable was confirmed by the Sobel test. All path
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analysis indicators demonstrated a good fit, and the research model was confirmed.
Women showed significant differences in the main research variables compared to
men (P <0.01).

Conclusion

The findings of the present study indicate that the sense of social justice plays a
crucial role in explaining sociopolitical actions on social media. This sense of justice
influences such actions both directly and indirectly, through the mediating role of
social responsibility. Individuals who perceive and experience social injustice in
society—and who also possess a strong sense of social responsibility—are more likely
to engage in sociopolitical activities on social media platforms. Furthermore, a
significant gender difference was observed in levels of social justice, social
responsibility, and sociopolitical engagement. These differences may reflect distinct
gender-based experiences and interpretations of justice and responsibility within
digital spaces. Compared to men, women reported lower perceptions of social
justice, higher levels of social responsibility, and greater sociopolitical activism
online. These findings offer valuable insights into the psychological factors
influencing civic and political participation in cyberspace and can inform the
development of educational and social interventions aimed at enhancing social

justice and responsibility.

Novelty

This study is the first to explore the combined role of the sense of social justice and
social responsibility in explaining sociopolitical actions on social media. Its distinct
contribution lies in identifying both the direct and indirect pathways through which
the sense of social justice influences sociopolitical participation, including the
mediating role of social responsibility. Furthermore, by analyzing gender differences
in the perception of social justice, social responsibility, and digital activism, this
research reveals new dimensions of how justice is experienced and interpreted in
digital spaces, offering fresh perspectives for psychological, educational, and social

interventions aimed at enhancing civic engagement in online environments.
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